
1.	 Find an copy a word that means ‘when 
something has a hole or an empty space 
inside it’. 
                                         

2.	 Why do army ants not live in nests? 
�  
�

3.	 Number the words from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 

   social 
   tunnels 
   common

4.	 Why do you think the ability to 
communicate is important for ants? 
�  
�

�

QuestionsQuestions

Ants are a common insect that can be found 
living everywhere in the world. They are social 
insects that live together in organised groups 
called colonies. Most species of ant live in nests. 
These can be a series of tunnels underground or 
in hollow trees.

Army ants do not live in nests as their colonies 
are always moving to different places.

A colony of ants can be made up of thousands 
of ants with at least one queen. Worker ants 
look after the nest, take care of the eggs and 
young ants and look for food. 

Did You Know…?

Ants can communicate with their 
colony members by releasing  
a scent.
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Answers
1.	 Find an copy a word that means ‘when 

something has a hole or an empty space 
inside it’. 
hollow

2.	 Why do army ants not live in nests? 
Army ants do not live in nests 
because their colonies are always 
moving to different places.

3.	 Number the words from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 
2    social 
3    tunnels 
1    common

4.	 Why do you think the ability to 
communicate is important for ants? 
Pupil’s own responses, such as: I 
think that the ability to communicate 
is important for ants because they 
can signal when there’s danger, 
which could help them to survive.

Ants are a common insect that can be found 
living everywhere in the world. They are social 
insects that live together in organised groups 
called colonies. Most species of ant live in nests. 
These can be a series of tunnels underground or 
in hollow trees.

Army ants do not live in nests as their colonies 
are always moving to different places.

A colony of ants can be made up of thousands 
of ants with at least one queen. Worker ants 
look after the nest, take care of the eggs and 
young ants and look for food. 

Did You Know…?

Ants can communicate with their 
colony members by releasing  
a scent.
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